Graduates Challenged to Give Back

ranklin Pierce graduated more than 600 students

representing the College at Rindge and the College
of Graduate and Professional Studies on a crisp spring
day that featured speakers who made significant
contributions to diverse social causes including Iraqi
and American education, worldwide hunger relief and
orthopedic medicine.

Three honorary degrees were awarded. Receiving
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degrees were
Leslye Arsht, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for
Military Community and Family Policy; John Hartom,
creator of the Empty Bowls hunger project; and

Dr. Arthur Pappas, sports medicine pioneer and
former medical director for the Boston Red Sox for
more than 20 years.

In 2003, Arsht was recruited by the Department of
Defense and the White House to be Senior Advisor to
the Ministry of Education in Irag. She was instrumental
in training 32,000 secondary school teachers and super-
visors there, and she advised Iraq’s new Minister of
Education as he framed the national dialog on the new
Iragi education system and curricular reform following
the removal of Saddam Hussein.

She told students to be open to “serendipitous discov-
eries” about themselves and their passions. “l was in
the middle of my career when | discovered that my
passion was to reform K-12 education,” she said.

Hartom was a high school art teacher in Michigan in
1990 when he decided to have his students create
ceramic bowls to use as serving pieces for a simple
fundraising meal of soup and bread. The empty bowls
were kept by participants as reminders of world hunger
and “empty bowls” around the world. The idea took off
and Hartom and his wife, Lisa Blackburn, founded the
Imagine / RENDER Group as a non-profit organization
to promote the project. Franklin Pierce students and

staff participated in the Empty Bowls project last year
and raised more than $2,000 for local and world
hunger relief.

Dr. Pappas was recognized for his commitment to
the orthopedic care of handicapped children. Prior
to serving as the founding Chair of the Department
of Orthopedics and Physical Rehabilitation at the
University of Massachusetts Medical Center, he was
the interim Orthopedic Surgeon in Chief at Children’s
Hospital and surgeon to the Harvard College athletic
department. Dr. Pappas has also treated numerous
professional athletes in multiple sports.

Dr. Pappas said his work taught him to focus on
creating abilities rather than dealing with the constraints
of disabilities. “l asked myself ‘What abilities do indi-
viduals have that we can improve to make them better,
happier and more productive,” ” he said. The home of
Franklin Pierce Baseball, Dr. Arthur & Martha Pappas
Field, was named for Dr. Pappas and

his wife and was dedicated in 2005.
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