


that operates on the barter system.
The tent even has its own book box
we can dive into at will. While | have
always loved reading, it became
difficult to read for my own enjoy-
ment or growth while in class. | can
go at my own pace here. | am free
to absorb it all into my brain. | am
able to read books, good books, like
Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian
Gray, which I'm not sure | would
otherwise have opened. And for that,
I'm thankful.

— Nicole Eastman ‘06

02 Oct ~ Spain

It's early October and we are now in
southern Spain. It's amazing being
here, seeing so much. Coming from
France, | find the language here much
easier for me since we learned Span-
ish in Summer Session. | could never
have imagined myself in these coun-
tries if it wasn't for the Walk. Never

in a million years did | think | would
be here, where | am right now. | know
I am extremely lucky for such an
opportunity. As we are getting closer
to the end of the trip we all share our
favorite memories with each other,
and all the new experiences.

— Courtney Garrity ‘09

07 Nov ~ A journey's end

It is fitting that we are ending our
long journey in southern Spain and
Portugal, the land of the great 15th
century explorers who daringly set
sail for new worlds. The letter we
used these last two weeks to intro-
duce ourselves to landowners read,
"We, the children of Vasco de Gama,
are explorers of the 21st century, and
our tent is our caravel.” Those lines,
penned in Portuguese by retired
professor Don Burness, often
helped us get a campsite for the
night after they brought a smile to
the faces of landowners who were
charmed by us and our great
adventure.

We have learned a great deal on
this trip about our lives and life,

in general. After hearing everyone
speak at our last meeting, it
occurred to me that the Walk is

so powerful because it interrupts
our lives and gives us all a deep
experience of freedom from which
we can view ourselves and begin to
remake them in ways that we may
want to.

- Dr. Douglas F. Challenger
Professor of Sociology,

Walk Faculty
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